
Week 3

The Interpretive 
Journey



HOUSEKEEPING 
 
•  Welcome to Week 3! 
•  Attendance 
•  Binders, Books & Payment 
•  Did you read Chapter 1?? 
•  Submit questions: 

questions@sdcfchurch.com  









Burning Questions & Answers 



1. “Why does our church use the ESV version 
of the Bible?” 



CHOOSING A TRANSLATION 

Choose a translation that… 
•  uses Modern English. 
•  is based on the standard Hebrew & Greek text. 
•  was translated by a committee. 
•  is appropriate for your purpose. 



Group Discussion 



Appetizer 
1. What is your favorite Bible verse and why? 
 
Main Course 
2. Do you know who wrote that verse (human author) and who they 
were writing to (audience)?    
 
If You’re Still Hungry 
3. On a scale of 1-10, in your opinion how important is knowing 
that information (author-audience) when it comes to understanding 
the meaning of that verse? 
 



Video Lecture 



BASICS OF THE JOURNEY 



BASICS OF THE JOURNEY 

Step 1: “Grasp The Text in Their Town” 
• Read the text carefully and make observations. 
• Study the historical and literary context. 
• Synthesize the meaning of the passage for the 
biblical audience. 





BASICS OF THE JOURNEY 

Step 2: “Measure the width of the river” 
• Identify common differences: culture, language, 
situation, time  and covenant. 

• Focus on the unique differences found in a specific 
text. 

• If you are studying an Old Testament passage, you 
must  account for the life and work of Jesus Christ. 







BASICS OF THE JOURNEY 

Step 3: “Cross the Principlizing Bridge” 
• Recall the differences identified in Step 2. 
• Identify any similarities between the biblical audience 
and  contemporary life. 

• Holding the differences and similarities together, 
identify a  broad theological principle. 

• Write out the theological principle using present tense 
verbs. 



BASICS OF THE JOURNEY 

A theological principle should… 
• be reflected in the text. 
• be timeless and not tied to a specific situation. 
• not be culturally bound. 
• be relevant to both the biblical and contemporary 
audience. 





BASICS OF THE JOURNEY 

Step 4 “Consult the Biblical Map” 
• How does our theological principle fit with the rest of 
the Bible? 

• If your principle is valid, it out to “fit” or “correlate” with 
the rest of the Bible 





BASICS OF THE JOURNEY 

Step 5 “Grasp the Text in Our Town” 
• Apply the theological principle to the specific situation 
of a  contemporary Christian. 

• There are numerous applications possibilities, 
because  Christians today find themselves in a variety 
of situations. 



Activity 



THE INTERPRETATIVE JOURNEY 

Joshua 1:1-9 
1 After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said  to 
Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide: 2 “Moses my servant is dead.  Now 
then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the  Jordan River 
into the land I am about to give to them—to the  Israelites. 3 I will 
give you every place where you set your foot, as  I promised Moses. 4 

Your territory will extend from the desert to  Lebanon, and from the 
great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite  country—to the 
Mediterranean Sea in the west. 
5 No one will be able to stand against you all the days of your life.  As 
I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you  nor 
forsake you. 



THE INTERPRETATIVE JOURNEY 

Joshua 1:1-9 
6 Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people  to 
inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them. 7 “Be  strong 
and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my  servant 
Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the  left, that 
you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Keep this  Book of the Law 
always on your lips; meditate on it day and  night, so that you may be 
careful to do everything written in it. 
Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have I not  
commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid;  do 
not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you  
wherever you go.” 



THE INTERPRETATIVE JOURNEY 

Step 1: Grasping the Text in Their Town 
“The Lord commanded Joshua, the new leader of 
Israel, to draw  strength and courage from God’s 
empowering presence, to be  obedient to the law 
of Moses, and to mediate on the law so that  he 
would be successful in the conquest of the 
Promised Land.” 



THE INTERPRETATIVE JOURNEY 

Step 3: Crossing the Principlizing Bridge 
To be effective in serving God and successful in 
the task to which  he has called us, we must draw 
strength and courage from his  presence. We must 
also be obedient to God’s Word, meditating  on it 
constantly. 



HOUSEKEEPING 
 
•  No class next week – EASTER! 
•  HW: Read Ch 3 
•  Attendance 
•  Binders, Books & Payment 
•  Submit questions: 

questions@sdcfchurch.com  


